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Emerson College continues its relocation to the Ladder Blocks and Downtown 
Crossing. A dorm for 250 students and a Performance Development Center will 
be built on Washington Street between Avery and West streets. The existing 
550-seat Paramount Theater will be renovated and paired with a new 125-seat 
black-box theater. Rehearsal studios and practice rooms, scene shop, sound 
stage, Classrooms and restaurant round out the project. The dorms rooms will be 
stacked across the top of the new structure. The $77 million project is expected to 
be finished in fall 2008. Architect: Elkus/Manfredi Architects. 


Source: Emerson College 


Berklee College of Music 
IN PLANNING 


Berklee College of Music has begun its Master Planning process with the BRA, 





Boston's love-hate relationship with colleges and universities is 
shifting. The Boston Redevelopment Authority's (BRA) 2006 "In- 
sight" report on "America's College Town" and its 2002 enrollment trends 
report spell out the impact of educational institutions on Boston. In 2004: 
= 36 institutions employed 44,000, 7% of Boston's workforce; 
ws Educational institutions had combined payrolls of $2.5 billion; and 
a Student spending adds $1.5 billion to the local economy. 

Downsides of institutional growth are not confined to massive proj- 
ects like Harvard's expansion—250 new acres, one-half the size of the 
Shawmut Peninsula, the original Boston. Loss of tax revenue, pressure 
on apartment rents, changing neighborhoods, etc. are also problems. 

The BRA reported that 48 percent of students live outside Boston, a 
surprisingly high number. Mayor Menino has placed special emphasis 
on the need for institutions to build more campus housing. Colleges 
and universities have responded with over 8,000 new beds since the 
early 1990s. A tool to "provide for the well-planned development of 
Institutional Uses in order to enhance their public service and econom- 
ic development role..." is Article 80 of the Boston Zoning Code, en- 
acted in 1996 to prevent uncontrolled institutional expansion. Article 
80 is under fire for allowing institutions too much freedom, but since 
most university projects underway now have a residential component, 
support for institutional expansion in Boston is very high. Suffolk Uni- 
versity's Beacon Hill debacle where the Mayor withdrew support for a 
proposed dorm is an unusual exception. 

Boston's colleges and universities continue to be, as the BRA states, 
"one of the city's greatest attributes." 
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Northeastern University is building residence halls at Ruggles Street and Colum- 
bus Avenue, Parcel 18, next to Northeastern's Renaissance Center. Parcel 18 
was considered a linchpin for the Southwest Corridor Project (SWCP) because 
of its size (biggest SWCP parcel) and strategic location off Melnea Cass Boule- 






focusing on adding 1,200 new dorm beds and new facilities near the hub of its 
Campus at Massachusetts Avenue and Boylston Street. A major proposal in the 
college's master plan is expected to be a 350,000 s.f. building there, with a 600- 
bed residence hall, two performance venues to replace the Berklee Performance 
Center and student and academic spaces. Berklee would consider participating 
in Turnpike air rights development with a developer, but would not pursue it on its 
own. No architect has been identified. 


vard. Northeastern's $200 million project will house 1,205 students in 22-story, 
19-story and 9-story towers and will also include academic space and seminar 
rooms (50,000 s.f.). The 1979 SWCP Development Plan called for a 250-room 
hotel, 125,000 s.f. of retail and 35,000 s.f. of office space at Parcel 18. A 1977 
SWCP newsletter reported the Parcel 18 Task Force discussed the possibility of 
Northeastern relocating its "Front Door" to Ruggles station. Construction sched- 
uled to be done in 2009. Architect: Kyu Sung Woo Architects, Inc. 







Source: Berklee College of Music; The Boston Informer graphic 






















People Movers 


Ralph DeNisco, from Boston Transportation Dept. to McMahon Associates. 

Astrid Glynn, from Massachusetts School Building Authority, Office for 
Commonwealth Development and Executive Office of Transportation to 
Commissioner of Transportation for New York State. 

Mark Maloney retired as director of the Boston Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) after seven years (the longest serving BRA director) and is now chair- 
man of Boston World Partnerships, a new organization created by Mayor 
Menino to persuade national and overseas companies to bring operations 
and jobs to Boston. 

Paul McGann has been appointed acting BRA director (again). Most recently 
he has been executive assistant to the BRA director. 

Keri Pyke, from Louis Berger Group to Howard /Stein-Hudson Associates. 

Jim Kostares resigned as executive director of the Somerville Office of Strategic 
Planning and CD. 

Barbara Boylan, from MBTA Design and Construction to Gale International. 

Steven Burrington resigned as Commissioner of the Department of Conserva- 
tion and Recreation (DCR). 


Priscilla E. Geigis is the acting commissioner of DCR. 
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<4, Bay Architectural Commission (BBAC) 














oe Hub Ticket trailer site update — After a 24-year twisting and turning 
process run by the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to select a development 
team for the parcel next to the Wilbur Theater, it looks like something ts really going to 
happen. The two competitors in the 2005 race are now a single team of Amherst Media 
Investors LLC of New Jersey and Abbott Real Estate Development LLC of Boston. 
The new proposal—dramatically different from the proposal Amherst Media sub- 
mitted and which was the basis of its selection—is a 155-foot glass-clad curved 
building with a restaurant on the first two floors and 12 floors of condominiums. 
Amherst Media’s original proposal in response the BRA’s request for proposals was 
a three-story restaurant, bar and cultural space. Of note is that the air rights over 
the adjacent Wilbur Theater are not part of the deal. Architect: Shesky Architects. 
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Source: Shesky Architects 


& Big Belly redesign — In what 
could be a black eye for the City, the Bos- 
ton Public Works Department and Back 






tion, street furniture and more, and apply 
to both public and private entities. Street 
furniture includes telephone booths, poles, 
newspaper boxes, mailboxes and trash re- 
ceptacles, and are subject to BBAC review. 
The City had not discussed the Big Belly 


discussed the solar-powered “Big Belly” 
trash compactors it installed on Newbury 










and Boylston streets without approval 
of the BBAC. The BBAC, established in 
1966 by the Legislature when the Back 
Bay Architectural District was established 
to preserve the Back Bay’s residential 
portion through high standards of design, 
agrees with the trash-compactor concept. 
The Commission clarified its position on 
the Big Bellies, stating that the City failed 
to follow Back Bay Architectural Commis- 
sion guidelines, administered by the City’s 
Environment Department, when they were 
installed. The guidelines cover the design 
and appearance of windows, masonry, 


landscaping, new construction, demoli- 
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Pointers for Governor Patrick 
a Develop a statewide plan for growth and growth management 


= Assess efficacy of current transportation structure (authorities 
and agencies, etc.) 


= Establish real incentives for alternative energy solutions 
= Strengthen links with neighboring states and create coalitions 
= Define and monitor a strategy for Mass. 2050 


ws Hire a bicycle advocate at EOT and empower him/her to 
make Mass. a leader in cycling 


= Work with transit professionals to identify the most critical 
transit projects for the next 15 and 25 years, and don't fixate 
on graffiti and small things 






Government Center and Suffolk University 


They’re not for sale now, but the State-owned Charles 
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a Identify one better way to raise money for transportation than 
a gas-tax increase York with TRO Jung Brannen of Boston. 
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design with the Commission or request the 
standard public hearing before the Com- 
mission to determine the appropriateness 
of the design. 

The City said that a number of changes 
are being considered, including a smaller 
version of the present model and a differ- 
ent color (black?) and an exterior finish 
more compatible with the District. The 
Commission also standardized the location 
on the sidewalk to prevent the receptacles 
from being pedestrian hazards as some are 
now. The City is to respond in April and 
has one year to replace or remove the exist- 
ing receptacles. 









© Waterside Place—The John Drew 
Co. is gearing up to begin construction at 
the end of 2007 on the long-anticipated Wa- 
terside Place in the Seaport District. This 
mixed-use project would be the first new 
large-scale retail project in Boston since 
Copley Place. The proponent filed a Notice 
of Project Change with the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act office identify- 
ing changes to the development program. 
The retail component will increase 13,000 
s.f. to 640,000 s.f. (this is not a typo) and 
the cinema is gone, replaced by a grocery 
store. A 300-room hotel has also been 
added. Construction may be complete by 
the end of 2010. Architect: Hillier of New 


















F. Hurley and Erich Lindemann buildings were includ- 
ed in Mayor Menino’s musings about alternatives for 
a Suffolk University residence hall after he yanked his 
support for the proposed dorm at 20 Somerset Street. 
The Boston Globe reported that the Mayor suggested 
Suffolk move its campus “or a good chunk of it” to the 
Hurley Building on Cambridge and Staniford streets in 
Government Center. 

The history of the Hurley-Lindemann complex might 
argue for the dramatic change a college campus of 8,300 
students would bring. Part of the Government Center 
Urban Renewal project planned in the early 1960s, the 
Massachusetts Health, Welfare and Education Service 
Center was to be three separate buildings with three ar- 
chitects, but lead architect Paul Rudolph convinced the 
City to create a consolidated building that would hug the 





periphery of the site and feature a 23-story tower in the 
center. The complex was completed in 1971, but lack 
of funds killed the tower and left the courtyard open 
and barren. The concrete building features liberal use 
of textured concrete for which Rudolph is known and 
sports interesting curved exterior stairs. The Edward 
Brovuke State Courthouse was built where the tower 
was to be in 1998. 

Relocating Suffolk University’s campus off Beacon 
Hill in the manner done by Emerson College—cited by 
the Mayor as an example—would be a little more of a 
challenge. In the past 10 years, Suffolk has built or ac- 
quired four buildings on the Tremont Street side of its 
campus, a distance away from the Hurley Building on 
Cambridge Street: 150 Tremont Street residence hall, Sar- 
gent Hall (Law School), 10 Somerset Street residence hall 
and 73 Tremont Street (new library). 


Source: The Boston Informer archives 
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Welcome to The Boston Informer 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 


You Were Asking 


. Whom did the Boston Redevelopment Authority 


(BRA) select to build and operate a restaurant at the 


Informer! 


end of Long Wharf? 

. TheBRAchose the Eat Drink Laugh Restaurant Group 
(Michael Conlon of Peking Tom's, 21st Amendment, 
etc.) over Legal Sea Foods. The restaurant—Doc's—will 
be about 4,500 s.f. and 88 seats and will be built at the 
MBTA Blue Line tunnel egress pavilion. The BRA is 
offering $300,000 in rent credit over five years to help 
offset construction costs. 


. Iseeconstruction starting atthe old Federal Courthouse/ 
Post Office in Post Office Square. What's happening? 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casen- 
dino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 





Mayor Menino wants to vacate City Hall and 
move to the South Boston Seaport District 


. The $136 million renovation includes upgrading and 
"greening" the building's systems (including a green 
roof) and developing space to house the Boston office of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Bankruptcy 
Court, Dept. of Education, Health and Human Services 


and the General Services Administration. The historic 
courtrooms and elevator lobbies will be restored. The 
contractor is Suffolk Construction. 


. Does Boston have a "chief planner''? 

. No. The BRA has a Director of Planning (Kairos Shen), 
but the last chief planner for the City was Rebecca 
Barnes who left in June 2005. Oddly, Barnes reported 
to the BRA Director, not the Mayor. Toronto-based 
consultant Ken Greenberg was named interim chief 
planner in July 2005 and nothing has been heard about 
a permanent replacement since. 


. Lenjoyed your feature on towers sprouting in Boston 
last issue. Maybe I'm just not a "worldly" guy, but I 
don't understand the reference to San Gimignano. 


. In medieval Italian cities, rich families competed by 
building towers, some for defense and some purely 
as status symbols. By the 13th century, 72 towers had 
been built inside the walled village of San Gimignano 
as a show of its power. The question was if Boston was 
yoing to try to outdo other cities with its next tower... 
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The Boston Informer solves two problems: 
college housing and a new use for City Hall 


© David Bryson ¢ saltydave.com The Boston Informer 2007 
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